Fremont Neighborhood Council Board Meeting – July 24, 2017
Board members present:  Toby Thaler, Pete Hornyack, Jim Engelhardt, Linda Clifton, Norma Jones, Shawn Mulanix, Matt Gasparich, Judie Clarridge.
Toby opened the meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves and share any announcements: 

Announcements: 
-    Primary election ballots have to be dropped off or postmarked by August 1
-    Neighborhood Night Out:  August 1
-    Leo Griffin said that he will be contacting Fire Department concerning the status of the (1) burned out buildings on Leary Way, and (2) building next to Molly Moon's.  The conditions of the buildings are a safety concern to people who find shelter there and to adjacent buildings. 
-    Pete reported that the bike lane is open along N. 34th in front of the new building, and preparation for a new traffic light at Troll Way and N. 34th has begun with installation of poles.

Update from Congressperson Pramila Jayapal's Office -- Zach Carstensen

The Seattle office is organized into: (1) Outreach with focals for different interest areas.  Zach is the focal for outreach in Seattle. (2) Constituent Services: (a) veterans, (b) immigration, (c) safety net programs: SSI, Medicaid, etc.   There will be 2 neighborhood meetings: August 15 in Broadview and August 24 at Miir, 3400 Stone Way.

They are looking for innovative ideas for Section 8 expansion, i.e. creating pilot programs, etc.  They have held neighborhood meet ups in homes as well as 6 town hall meetings.  Audrey Livermore suggested that they reach out to families through schools, teachers, PTSAs.

Leo stated that there is poor drainage in the Wallingford Post Office parking lot which reduces the number of spots available to park.  Toby asked for the agenda for the August 24 meeting.  

Old Business:  

-    Artwork on Traffic Signal Boxes: Status of permits and maintenance contract, long term status

Kathleen Warren, Urban Artworks, was not able to attend.  Matt said that he would report at the next meeting. Discussion included:  checking with the Fremont Arts Council to see if there is someone who would be interested in doing maintenance on the boxes.  There was a comment that protective coatings need to be added soon after painting and before there has been any graffiti.  Kirby Laney suggested that Kathleen be asked which boxes have had a protected coating applied.  Linda asked if any boxes are within one year of installation. 

There was also discussion that we need clarity regarding annual City permit fees: who has been paying them? Are there fees for murals as well as traffic signal boxes?  Thomas Whittemore, Community Engagement Coordinator for North Seattle, took notes.

-
Transfer Station Settlement Discussion
Erica Bigelow, a resident near the Transfer Station, gave an update.  Odor is still an issue.  A crosswalk on Woodlawn has been installed.  No flashing lights are possible but stanchions may be.

Toby gave background on the settlement.  When the transfer station was built in the 1960s, the site in Wallingford was owned by the Engineering Department.  Local residents thought that that Interbay would be a better location but the City decided that the location would be Wallingford.  Note that this was pre-SEPA. 

The settlement with SPU in 2011 was that: (1) $30K would be awarded first, and then (2) an additional $30K within 3 years of the occupancy permit for the new transfer station buildings.  Toby worked with Tim Croll on an amendment that would allow the first $30K to be extended and included with the second $30K to be used "within 3 years of the occupancy permit for the new buildings."  Toby has followed up on the amendment with Councilmember Mike O'Brien's office.  SPU is saying that the plaintiffs are not entitled only to the second $30K. 

Another provision of the settlement is that all of the parties (FNC and a group of residents close to the Transfer Station) must agree on how the money is to be spent.

One of the suggestions for using the money is for a flashing speed indicator sign to be installed to track traffic coming off Aurora Avenue, heading eastbound on N. 38th Street. 

A small group needs to be formed to work on this issue with the other parties in the settlement.  David Ginn, FNC member, is interested in participating. Other names mentioned were Erik Pihl and Toby.  

-
Process and Policy regarding FNC making donations/grants

A workgroup created a draft application form and guidelines.  Linda had distributed "Neighborhood Investment (grantmaking) Guidelines" and "Community-Building Grant & Sponsorship Application" electronically to board members prior to the meeting.  Pete made comments.  The board discussed the comments and adopted the following:  

"Neighborhood Investment (grantmaking) Guidelines":

In the first paragraph, change "at least 3 months before a decision (or funding) is needed" to "2 months."

4) Change "Each year" to Each calendar year" 

5)  Add "A representative from the requesting organization must come in person to an FNC meeting to discuss the project and respond to questions." 

8)  I need help here.  I know there was a question about clarifying what "challenge grant" meant but I did not catch what the clarification was.
Change "grant is leveraged with matching funds" by adding "and/or volunteer hours".   
9) I am adding paragraph 9.  Please tell me if this was to be included elsewhere.   New: "The Fremont Neighborhood Council board decides by a majority vote whether requests are approved.  Requests can be approved in whole or in part."

"Community-Building Grant & Sponsorship Application": 

1 c:  Change "proposed results," to "expected results". 

2.  Change "5 copies of your application" to "2 copies of your application" 

"Proposed Project Budget" chart:  Applicants should identify partners under "Partners Cash Match". 

MOTION:  Matt moved that the Guidelines and Application be approved for FNC use, with above changes.  Pete seconded.    The motion passed. 

New Business

-
HALA MHA DEIS comments are now due by August 7.   There needs to be a meeting to develop Fremont-specific comments.  A draft will be sent out to the board.

-
MOTION:  Linda moved that the FNC board change from yahoo listserv to Google group.  Matt seconded.  Motion was approved.  

Minutes:  Norma moved that the June minutes be accepted as presented.  Matt seconded.  The motion was approved. 

Treasurer's Report:  Jim reported that he had received $2,336.81 in reimbursement from the City for funds spent on the Fremont Clean Up.

Current balances in FNC accounts: 

Checking:  

$  2,901.07         

46th Street Mural:  $521.39
Money Market:  
  43,795.08
Pay Pal:            
       234.59
YTD (7/23/17) Dues and Donations:

Pay Pal
$663.46

Checking        1,398.46

Total for 2016:  $1,500.54

Land Use:   Gordon Lagerquist gave an update the proposed apartment complex at 3959 Fremont Ave N, across from B.F. Day (MUP 3026875).  He is waiting for minutes from a meeting that the developer had with representatives from City Light, SDOT, and Seattle Planning and Development. He contacted Peter Eglick, a land use attorney, and learned that his services could range between $5,000 and $10,000.  
The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be on Monday, August 28. 

