Fremont Neighborhood Council Board Meeting – January 23, 2017
Board members present:  Stephanie Pure, Pete Hornyack, Linda Clifton, Erik Pihl, Toby Thaler, Norma Jones, Judie Clarridge.
Stephanie opened the meeting and invited everyone to introduce themselves and share any announcements:
· Neighborhood Matching Funds Workshops will be held on January 25 (2100 Building in Mount Baker) and February 2 (Phinney Neighborhood Center)

· Neighborhood Day in Seattle on February 11

· Kirby Laney announced Fremont Library events:  Unplug and Play on first Saturday of each month from 2 pm to 5 pm. Board games, coloring pages for all ages. “Talk Time” on Mondays from 4 pm to 6 pm. ESL conversation group to practice speaking English. 
Bus Stop Expansion Project:  Fremont Ave N. & N. 34th St. – Nico Martinucci and Jonathan Dong (SDOT) 
On weekdays, an average of 1,600 riders use the southbound bus stop at this location, which serves bus routes 31, 32, 40 and 62.  During the morning commute time, there are so many people waiting for the bus that there is insufficient room on the sidewalk for pedestrians to pass by.  SDOT proposes to: (1) extend the sidewalk by 5’ into the existing roadway, and (2) add Flexipave (pavement-like material, permeable to stormwater under existing street tree pits.  Project would be funded by 2015 Move Seattle Levy. 

There are currently 5 lanes (3 northbound are 9’ wide; 2 southbound: inner is 9’, closest to the curb is 18’).  Propose to retain 5 lanes but change: (1) northbound lane widths to 10’ next to curb and 10’ closest to yellow line, middle lane would remain 9’; (2) southbound lane width would reduce to 11’ closest to curb and remain 9’ closest to yellow line.

Discussion/concerns:  Bikes/vehicles: Many bike riders commute across the Fremont Bridge.  Concern about safety if southbound lane is reduced to 11’.  Comment that bike riders could use a different street to approach the bridge. Is there room for a protected bike lane?  Comment that current wide lane next to curb allows room for vehicles turning right onto N. 34th.  Busses: Could some routes move to another location? Response was this was unlikely because bus stop is a major transfer point.  Comment that ridership likely to increase at this stop due to increased residential and commercial development.  Others: How does this project integrate with Rapid Ride plans?  Also, area is major freight route.  Fremont is open to reducing speed limits. 
Living Building Update: 900 N. 34th Street – Jeanne Muir
It will be a 52,000 sq ft, 7-story, office building with retail on the ground floor. Retail space is fully leased:  Café Turko, Milstead Coffee, Evergreens Salads, Kigo Kitchens and Seattle Wood Fired Pizza. 
Plans include directing water from the Aurora Bridge roadway into a downspout onto Titan property to be filtered and treated.  There will be educational signage along the sidewalk on Troll Way regarding the water treatment.  There was discussion that the ridges in the sidewalk are helpful when walking up and down Troll Way.  The response was that the ridges will not remain because they inhibit the use of wheelchairs.  
Other updates:  The width of the alley will be increased to 18’.  There will be less parking in the building.  There will be trellises with vines on the east and north sides of the building. 

There will be a Design Review meeting on Monday, February 27 at 6:30 pm at the Good Shepherd Center.   Jeanne said that a letter from the FNC would be great.  She would appreciate having it 10 days in advance of the meeting. 
Membership – Norma asked for volunteers on Friday, January 27 at 5 pm at Fremont Baptist Church to help assemble the membership renewal letter for mailing.

Helen Tapp Memorial Bench – Dennis Bateman

Dennis reported that SDOT’s plans to repair the sidewalk on the west side of the 4200 block of Fremont Ave N. have been delayed because SDOT crews have had to focus on snow and ice issues.  Melissa Marangon said that the asphalt work in front of Paseo’s would be done first but that the concrete repair in front of the bench would need to wait until it was warmer.  With the concurrence of the Arts and Cultural Affairs Department, she plans to wrap the bench and tilework in foam blankets while the sidewalk is being repaired.  Dennis is planning to clean and protect the bench and tilework.  He will contact the tile artist for advice on the products to use and will request funds from the FNC or the Matching Funds program when he knows what the cost will be.
Traffic Signal / Utility Box Artwork - It was suggested that artwork be painted on the box at Whitman and N. 46th   Stephanie will talk to Matt about contacting Urban Artworks. 
HALA Workshop Recap – Toby Thaler, Pete Hornyack, Linda Clifton and others

The event was well organized with 300 – 400 people there. They met around tables in small groups.  In the area north of N. 40th between Aurora and Stone Way (in Fremont but also in the Wallingford Urban Village, the City’s change in zoning from Single Family to Low Rise 3 is to appease developers.  There are hidden upzones because the definition of LR1, LR2 and LR3 is changing. 
Legal questions:  Is the Mandatory Housing Affordability (MFA) fee extracted from developers across the board or can developers forgo the benefit in order to avoid the fee?  Mike O’Brien is working with the City Attorney on an amendment. 

Linda shared a sample letter which stated the concerns of a large number of residents (renters and homeowners) in the east Fremont / west Wallingford, “Wallingford Urban Village” area on the impact HALA will have.  It is based on input at public meetings, survey responses, and responses to a draft. 

There was discussion about the need to have a fuller discussion at the February meeting before deciding on what the FNC input to the City should be regarding HALA.  HALA should be the first item on the agenda.  
Treasurer’s Report

Jim was out of town but provided the following report, as of January 21:

Expenses: 
$  99.00 – Gravity Forms Mailchimp and Paypal for website.

$155.61 – Annual SDOT fee for traffic signal / utility box artwork

$188.05 – Membership Mailing (not cleared yet)

Accounts:

Verity Checking Acct  $     483.06

46th Street Mural Project:  $521.39

Money Market Acct:   $50,244.66

Paypal:                       $     150.63

2017 YTD Donations – Jan 2017

Paypal:  $150.63

Checks:  $0

Total:  $150.63

2016 YTD Donation

Total:  $1,500.54 
The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be Monday, February 27, 2017. 

